


• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.2 Determine central ideas 
or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

___I can state the main idea of a piece of writing.

___I can identify key supporting details.

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.10 Write routinely over extended 
time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

___I can define memoir.

___I can write my own six-word memoir.



Novelist Ernest Hemingway didn't have an iPhone to 
send text messages or tweets, but he has inspired 
students and adults to write and share their life 
stories in six words.

Reportedly challenged to write his life story in just six 
words, Hemingway wrote:

"For sale: baby shoes,
never worn.“

(From www.scholastic .com)



A memoir is a written account in which someone 
describes past experiences. It is usually based on 
personal knowledge of the subject.

What’s a memoir?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLHkuSpJxPs

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLHkuSpJxPs


Elementary school examples:

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2011/09/start-
year-super-easy-tech-savvy-six-word-memoirs

Middle school examples:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqVysqoMiTY

High school examples:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW8hOX6QcLk

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2011/09/start-year-super-easy-tech-savvy-six-word-memoirs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wqVysqoMiTY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW8hOX6QcLk


John Cougar. John Deere. John 3:16.

-- Keith Urban

Keith Urban:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snZsBXGjV2Y

John Cougar Mellencamp

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LyUCy3eOvs

John 3:16 (From the New 
American Standard Bible)

"For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snZsBXGjV2Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LyUCy3eOvs


1. It only works if it’s personal.

2. Limitations force you to be creative. 

3. Get inspired by reading other memoirs.

4. Like any other story, make revisions. 

5. Publish your story to inspire others. 

Born upside down: words tumbling out.

-- Maggie George



On a sheet of notebook paper, brainstorm ideas 
for YOUR six-word memoir.

Jot down as many ideas as you can think of. For 
example...

 things that are important to you

 happy and sad memories

 what you love to do

 friends, family,  etc.

 vacations, favorite spots



Thursday….

 Choose the one that you want to use for your 
six-word memoir.

 Write a short sentence or a fragment to get 
your idea across.

 Count the words… and edit it down to six!



 What is a memoir?

 What’s the difference between a memoir, an 
autobiography and a biography?


