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is language that uses words or 
expressions with a meaning that is 
different from the literal 
interpretation. 

 
 

Examples of figurative language are 
called figures of speech such as 
alliteration, similes and metaphors. 

 
 

A reference to 
something with which 
the reader is likely to be 
familiar – such as a 
person, place, or event 
from history or 
literature. 

 
 

“She was no Scrooge, but she seldom 
purchased anything except the bare 
necessities.” 

 
 

Shania Twain  -"That Don't 
Impress Me Much."  
"Okay, so you're Brad 
Pitt?/That don't impress 
me much/So you've got 
the looks but have you got 
the touch? 

 
 

 
 

http://www.visualpoetry.de/steel.html
http://www.visualpoetry.de/steel.html
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Language that appeals to the five senses – 
touch, smell, taste, sound and sight. 
 
Imagery is the use of details and descriptions 
to create a sensory experience for the reader 
and to represent the actions, persons, ideas, 
objects, etc., it refers to. 

 
 

With a boulder on my shoulder, feelin’ kind of older, I 

tripped the merry-go-round.”  

 

Adolescents tend to greatly enjoy the lyrics of this song. 

Ask the class what Springsteen means when he uses the 

word boulder? And why do adolescents sometimes feel 

older? What worries do they have that weigh them down?  

It’s Hard to be a Saint in the City   (Springstein) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

A direct comparison between two 
unlike things in which one thing 
becomes another thing. It does 
not use the words like or as.  

 
 

"The assignment was a 
breeze.” 
"It's going to be clear skies 
from now on.”  
“Life is a journey.” 
“I was walking on air!” 
 
 

http://www.funnyjunk.com/funny_pictures/706002/You+Mad/
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Hey, bird dog get away from my quail 
Hey, bird dog you're on the wrong trail 
Bird dog you better leave my lovely-
dove alone 
Hey, bird dog get away from my chick 
Hey, bird dog you better get away quick 
Bird dog you better find a chicken little 
of your own 
 

Bird Dog – By The Everly Brothers 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A simile makes a comparison, usually 
using 'like' or 'as.' A metaphor directly 
describes something in a way that it 
isn't in a literal sense.  
'The goalkeeper was as solid as a rock' - 
simile  
'The goalkeeper was a rock' - metaphor.  

 
 

You make me smile like the sun, 

fall out of bed 

Sing like bird, dizzy in my head 

Spin like a record, crazy on a 

Sunday night 

 

You make me dance like a fool, 

forget how to breathe 

Shine like gold, buzz like a bee 

Just the thought of you can 

drive me wild 

Oh, you make me smile 
 

 

Smile, by Uncle Kracker 

 
 

To give human 
characteristics to 
something that is not 
human – an animal, 
object or idea. Human 
characteristics can refer 
to the ability to hear, 
feel, talk and make 
decisions. 

 
 

The sun was playing hide and seek 
among the clouds.  

The lightning lashed out with anger.  

The flowers begged for water.  

The wind screamed as it raced around 
the house.  
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The White Crayon 
A short film 

by Maggie George 

 
 

 
 

 
 

An EXTREME exaggeration.  

 

Example - "I nearly died 
laughing."  
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Symbolism is when one thing is what 
it is, but it also stands for something 
else. 
 
For example:  The American Flag is 
simply just a flag, but what makes it 
so important is that it symbolizes the 
USA. 

 
 

Sound devices are a type of figure of speech.  They 
are used in poetry and 
 
 
 
include alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme and 
repetition. 

 
 

The repetition of the same consonant 
sound at the beginning of several words 
of a line of poetry or a sentence. 

She sells seashells by the sea shore. 

 
 

 
 

The use of words 
that sound like the 
noises they describe. 
  

Pow! Buzz! Ping. 
Whack! 
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An idiom is an expression that 
has a meaning different from 
the literal meaning. 

 

For example: 

It’s raining cats and dogs! 

 
  

Other examples: 

The assignment was a piece of 
cake. 

 

The new I-Phone costs an arm 
and a leg. 

 

When pigs fly! 

 

 

Can you identify the Figurative 
Language in Popular Music? 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ5DekqLqXM 

Homework: 
Write a complete paragraph describing an 
ANIMAL, PERSON or OBJECT at your house. You 
must use at least TWO of the figurative language 
devices we have discussed. Be sure to underline 
and label the figurative language. Oh, and 
remember to have fun with it! 

 

 

 

Name:___________________________________________Date:______________________Block:____________ 
 
Writing Assignment: Looking ahead to Spring Break 
Write a complete paragraph describing what you hope to do over Spring Break. You must use at least TWO of the figurative language 

devices we discussed. Be sure to underline and label the figurative language. Oh, and remember to have fun with it! 
 
As always, make sure your paragraph includes a topic sentence, at least 3 supporting details and a concluding sentence. 
 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ5DekqLqXM
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The baby was like an octopus, grabbing for everything in sight. 
What type of figurative language is used in this sentence? 

A) simile 
B) hyperbole 
C) metaphor 
D) personification 

 

That movie took my breath away. What type of figurative 
language is used in this sentence? 

A) alliteration 
B) personification 
C) metaphor 
D) idiom 

 
I like pancakes so much I could eat a million of 
them. What type of figurative language is used 
in this sentence? 

A) idiom 
B) personification 
C) alliteration 
D) hyperbole 

 

 

Leslie said that she was in the dark about what's going on. 
What type of figurative language is used in this sentence? 
A) Personification 
B) Alliteration 
C) Idiom 
D) metaphor 

 

Teddy tiger tried tying teepees together. What type of 
figurative language is this sentence? 

A) onomatopoeia 
B) alliteration 
C) idiom 
D) hyperbole 

  
 

A rhyme is a 
repetition of similar 
sounds in two or 
more words and is 
most often used in 
poetry and songs 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Keith Urban, "You’ll Think of Me" 
   

 

And take your cap and leave my sweater 
Cause we got nothing left to weather 
In fact I'll feel a whole lot better.  

 
 

a rhyme between words in the same line 

 

The crazy moose is loose on 
your caboose. 
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I'm alone, on my own, and that's all I know 
I'll be strong, I'll be wrong, oh but life goes on 
I'm just a girl, trying to find a place in 
This world 
 

 

 
 

A rhyme scheme is the pattern 
of rhyme between lines of a 
poem or song. It is usually 

referred to by using letters to 
indicate which lines rhyme. In 
other words, it is the pattern of 

end rhymes or lines.  

Alone 
Edgar Allen Poe 

 

From childhood’s hour I have not been                   a 
As others were; I have not seen                               a 

As others saw; I could not bring                              b 
My passions from a common spring.                       b 

From the same source I have not taken                    c 

My sorrow; I could not awaken                               c 
My heart to joy at the same tone;                             d 

And all I loved, I loved alone.                                 d 
Then—in my childhood, in the dawn                      e 

Of a most stormy life—was drawn                          e 

From every depth of good and ill                            f 
The mystery which binds me still:                           f 

From the torrent, or the fountain,                            g 
From the red cliff of the mountain,                         g 

From the sun that round me rolled                          h 

In its autumn tint of gold,                                        h 
From the lightning in the sky                                   i 

As it passed me flying by,                                       i 
From the thunder and the storm,                             j 

And the cloud that took the form                            j 

(When the rest of Heaven was blue)                      k 
Of a demon in my view.                                        k 

 

 

 
 

There once was a big brown cat      a 
  
That liked to eat a lot of mice.      b 
 
 He got all round and fat            a 
 
 Because they tasted so nice.       b 
 

 
 

In poetry, the meter is the basic rhythmic structure of a verse.  

The Road Not Taken 
 

Two roads / di verged / in a yel / low wood .......4 feet: 

 

And sor / ry I could / not trav / el both........ 4 feet  

 

And be / one trav el / er long / I stood .........4 feet  

 

And looked / down one / as far / as I could .......4 feet  

 

To where / it bent / in the un / der growth.......... 4 feet   

 
 

"To repeat" something. It is the use of 
any element of language-a sound, 
word, phrase, or sentence-more than 
once and used for effect. 
 
 

 
 

How much wood could a woodchuck 
chuck, if a woodchuck could chuck wood? 
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I listen to the wind 
To the wind of my soul 
Where I'll end up well I 
think, 
Only God really knows 
I've sat upon the setting 
sun 
But never, never never 
never 
I never wanted water once 
No, never, never, never 

I listen to my words but 
They fall far below 
I let my music take me where 
My heart wants to go 
I swam upon the devil's lake 
But never, never never never 
I'll never make the same 
mistake 
No, never, never, never 

The Wind – Cat Stevens 

 
 

Group of lines in a poem set off 
by blank lines.  

 First Stanza) 
I love to write  
Day and night  
What would my heart do  
But cry, sigh and be blue  
If I could not write  
(Second Stanza) 
Writing feels good  
And I know it should 
Who could have knew  
That what I do Is write, write, write 

Bruce Springsteen – “Jungleland” 
The midnight gangs assembled and picked a rendezvous for 
the night 
They'll meet `neath that giant Exxon sign that brings this fair 
city light 
Man there's an opera out on the turnpike 
There's a ballet being fought out in the alley 
Until the local cops, cherry tops, rips this holy night 
The streets alive as secret debts are paid 
Contacts made, they vanished unseen 
Kids flash guitars just like switch-blades hustling for the 
record machine 
The hungry and the hunted explode into rocknroll bands 
That face off against each other out in the street down in 
jungleland 

 
 
 

 
 

The feeling created in the reader by a 
poem or story.  

Words, phrases, repetition, rhyme, and 
exaggeration all work together to create 
mood.  
 


