CYBERBULLYING: THE NEW AGE BULLY
In today’s society our children are no longer faced with the schoolyard bully but may experience the bad, the ugly “Cyberbully”. With the rise of internet communication childhood bullies are now able to torment their peers under a veil of cyber anonymity
WHAT IS CYBERBULLYING?

Cyberbullying" is when a child, preteen or teen is tormented, threatened, harassed, humiliated, embarrassed or otherwise targeted by another child, preteen or teen using the Internet, interactive and digital technologies or mobile phones. It has to have a minor on both sides, or at least have been instigated by a minor against another. Cyberbullying is serious enough that the Centers for Disease Control considers it an emerging public health issue.

Early studies suggest anywhere from 10 to 30 percent of young people have been bullied online and it happens to girls more often than boys.

While parents may be amazed by the digital cruelty, many kids are not. According to Dr. Patti Agatston, an intervention counselor with Cobb County Schools, “There's a big disconnect between the parents and the kids around the cyberbullying topic," 

Dr. Agatston said trying to block kids from the internet wasn't always the answer because most teens are tech savvy enough to get online anyway, but parents should do more to teach their children both how to protect themselves online as well as how to treat others.

SO AS A PARENT, WHAT CAN YOU DO?

There are things parents can do to help prevent cyberbullying….
· Know your children's passwords so you can access their online world if something happens to them.
· Learn about the digital world so you can be helpful to your kids.  Kids are generally more comfortable in cyberspace and they may enjoy showing their parents how smart they are.
References: STOP CYBERBULLYING http://www.stopcyberbullying.org/index2.html
Sticks and Stones: Cyberbullies Hurl Taunts Online http://www.myfoxatlanta.com
For more information on Cyberbullying, please speak with your school counselor and/or your school social worker, Kim Evans, Kim.Evans@cobbk12.org
